
Paris City Commission       

525 High Street  

Paris, KY 40361  

Meeting Minutes  

March 23, 2021 

 

Pursuant to KRS 61.826 and OAG 20-05, the state of emergency regarding the threats to public health presented by the novel corona virus (covid-19) 

pandemic and municipal order. This meeting of the Paris city commission was conducted by video conference. All city commission meetings may be 

attended by the public by viewing the video conference at the city’s Facebook page online.   

 

The Paris City Commission met in special session at 6:00 p.m. viewable on Facebook live at www.facebook.com/cityofparisky on Tuesday, March 

23, 2021.  

 

Mayor, John Plummer called the meeting to order, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 

City Manager, Daron Jordan, conducted roll call.   

 

Present: Mayor, John Plummer; Commissioner, Stan Galbraith; Commissioner, Angela Roberts; Commissioner Holli Gibson.   

 

Absent: Commissioner, Wallis Brooks 

 

Others in Attendance: City Manager, Daron Jordan; Assistant City Manager, Mike Withrow; Finance Director, Brad Oberlander.  

 

Upon determining a quorum was present for the transaction of business, Mayor Plummer proceeded to conduct the meeting.  

 

Approval of Minutes   

Motion by Galbraith, seconded by Gibson, approving the minutes of March 9, 2021.  Motion carried by roll call vote of 4-0 with Plummer, Gibson, 

Galbraith, and Roberts voting Aye. 

 

Public Comment 

Paris citizen Lauren Biddle discussed concerns with sidewalk safety along Main Street from downtown to the Bourbon County High school 

requesting the city to consider options to improve sidewalk safety.  

 

Old Business / Action Items  

Andrea Lacy discussed the Transportation Alternatives Program “TAP” application for safe routes to school sidewalk project that was submitted in 

2015. The sidewalk project covers the area of Main Street, to Bourbon High School campus, to Bourbon Heights, to Clintonville Road, to Sunset 

Drive. Upon those surveys of the project in 2019 an old railroad bed was identified and creating the ability to develop a rail to trails project that could 

link up with the safe routes to school project.  However right of way’s needed to be obtained by each homeowner. The right of way paperwork was 

completed and approved in 2020 when COVID had hit.  Both projects are active project however the projects have been placed on hold due to 

COVID. No action was taken.  

 

Daron Jordan provided the commission a draft application for a potential sidewalk repair replacement cost sharing program.  No action was taken. 

• Up to 50%, or a maximum of $2,500, for the repair or removal and replacement of sidewalks that qualify. 

• To qualify, must meet the following guidelines: 

o Must be property owner where the repair/replacement is to occur. 

o Must not be in arrears on any taxes, fees, utility payments, or other financial assessments owed to City of Paris. 

o Complete a City of Paris “Sidewalk Repair/Replacement Application” 

• City will act as General Contractor. 

• Property owner must pay their share prior to work beginning. 

• If selected to participate, and the property owner does not make proper payment of their share, property owner will be required to pay the 

full expense of the project as awarded. 

• The City Board of Commissioners reserves the right to designate certain areas of the community as target areas that would receive priority 

consideration. 

Process: 

• City Commission determines the total amount of funds to be made available. 

• City to determine if it wishes to set a minimum total cost threshold for participation. 

• City Commission determines application period. 

• At conclusion of application period, City will solicit bids for work to be completed. 

• After contractor is selected, City will notify the participant of the start date of the project and an invoice for their portion. 

Other Provisions: 

• Any property owner who owns a sidewalk that is deemed to pose a public safety hazard and does not participate in the “Sidewalk 

Repair/Replacement Cost Sharing Program” is still required to repair/replace sidewalks as required under City’s Code of Ordinances. 

• Does not pertain to new construction of sidewalks in connection with new development. 

 

Motion by Plummer, seconded by Galbraith, authorizing the Mayor to approve the notice of award to Independent Excavating for  

$ 1,091,071.00 and authorizing the Mayor to execute further documents and contracts for the utility relocation along US460. Motion carried by roll 

call vote of 4-0 with Plummer, Roberts, Galbraith, Gibson voting Aye.  Motion by Plummer, seconded by Galbraith, to amend the motion to 

authorize Mayor Pro Tem to sign and execute further documents and contract for the utility relocation along US460 in the absence of the Mayor. 

Amended motion unanimously carried to approve. 

 

Mike Withrow discussed the RFP for 700 ft of water line on Clintonville Road that will be published in Thursday’s newspaper. The bid opening is 

scheduled for April 9, 2021.  

 

Daron Jordan discussed healthy at home eviction relief fund is available for renters. Renters may apply online at teamkyhherf.ky.gov.  Maximum 

Rent relief: 100% of past-due rent since April 1, 2020 + three months future rent. Maximum Utility relief: 100% of past due utilities since April 1, 

2020 + three months future utilities. Maximum past-due rent and/or utility bills covered: 12 months. Approved applications will pay the landlord or 

utility provider directly.   

 

 

New Business / Action Items  

Lauren Biddle discussed a proposal the Chamber of Commerce received from Retail Strategies for retail recruitment and revitalization of 

communities and downtown areas. Proposal of services included data and analytics, real estate analysis, community input, and retail strategy. A one-

year agreement is $ 75,000.00; Three-year agreement is $ 155,000.00. No action was taken.  

Motion by Gibson allowing the purchase up to $10,000 for twenty hanging pots, brackets, water reservoirs, and flowers for downtown beautification. 

Motion was withdrawn due to lack of a second and will be placed on the next agenda as the commission requested a detail breakout of costs per 

basket. 

http://www.facebook.com/cityofparisky


 

Motion by Gibson, seconded by Roberts, approving a professional energy services agreement with Perfection Group not to exceed.  

$ 2,296,419.00 for the water meter replacement project. Motion carried by roll call vote of 4-0 with Plummer, Gibson, Galbraith, and Roberts voting 

Aye. 

 

Motion by Gibson, seconded by Roberts, approving to RFP the resurfacing of the driveway and parking area of Fire Station 2.  Motion carried by roll 

call vote of 4-0 with Plummer, Gibson, Galbraith, and Roberts voting Aye. 

 

Motion by Galbraith, seconded by Gibson, approving the recommendation by Fire Chief Michael Duffy and Erin Morton to promote Kendall 

Williams to Lieutenant. Motion carried by roll call vote of 4-0 with Plummer, Gibson, Galbraith, and Roberts voting Aye. 

 

Motion by Galbraith, seconded by Roberts, approving the recommendation by Fire Chief Michael Duffy and Erin Morton to hire Tony Roland as a 

full time Firefighter-EMT upon completing the final City Manager review and physical exam. Motion carried by roll call vote of 4-0 with Plummer, 

Gibson, Galbraith, and Roberts voting Aye. 

 

Motion by Gibson, seconded by Roberts, approving the recommendation by Superintendent Chad Smart and Erin Morton to hire Lucas Spear as a 

full-time water plan trainee upon the completion of the final City Manager review and preemployment screenings. Motion carried by roll call vote of 

4-0 with Plummer, Gibson, Galbraith, and Roberts voting Aye. 

 

Motion by Gibson, seconded by Galbraith, approving to RFP a single axle dump truck for the Water Distribution/Wastewater department. Motion 

carried by roll call vote of 4-0 with Plummer, Gibson, Galbraith, and Roberts voting Aye. 

 

Commissioner Roberts and Gibson inquired if the city has a policy for telephone and email response protocols.  Daron Jordan responded if there is 

concern with staff not responding to telephone or email communications it would be addressed as a personnel issue directly with the employee. A 

written policy does not exist. Jordan asked the commissioners if there is a problem with a particular employee. Please advise him or the mayor so the 

concerns can be addressed.  Commissioners requested the topic to be added to the next agenda for further discussions. 

 

Financials  

Motion by Galbraith, seconded by Roberts, approving February financials as presented by Brad Oberlander, reflecting General Fund Revenues of  

$ 5,952,955.00 with expenditures of $ 1,224,078.00.  Utility Fund Revenues of $ 6,654,092.00 with expenditures of $ 6,317,863.00. Motion carried 

by roll call vote of 4-0 with Plummer, Roberts, Galbraith, Gibson voting Aye. 

 

 

Brad Oberlander presented past due utility bill account update. 

 
 

Motion by Gibson, seconded by Roberts, approving payment of invoices as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote of 4-0 with Plummer, Gibson, 

Galbraith, and Roberts voting Aye. 

  

General Fund 

 



 
 

Utility Fund  

 



 
 

Brad Oberlander presented outstanding accounts payables invoices with General Fund outstanding of $ 100.11 and Utility Fund outstanding of  

$ 70,604.49. No action was taken.  

 

 

Commission & Staff Reports 

Mayor, Plummer 

• Asked citizens to be patient and courteous of the Main Street construction project.  

o Daron Jordan  

▪ The State transportation cabinet has resumed the Main Street construction.  

▪ Estimated completion date of Main Street is December 31, 2021. 

▪ Estimated completion date of High Street is December 31, 2022. 

 

o Commissioner Gibson 

▪ Stated a citizen asked if the city would put a banner saying downtown is open for business. 

• Daron Jordan replied the electronic message board may possibly be used for that. 

 

▪ Asked if something could be posted on the City Facebook page showing more transparency related to the project that it 

is a State Transportation Cabinet and Columbia Gas project. 

• Daron Jordan mentioned can reach out to the State Transportation Cabinet to see what information they have 

to use, also siting the newspaper has written several articles related to the project.  

 

 

Adjourn  

Motion by Gibson, seconded by Galbraith, to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 p.m. Motion carried by roll call vote of 4-0 with Plummer, Gibson, 

Galbraith, and Roberts voting Aye. 

 

 

          ____________________________ 

Mayor, John A.  Plummer 

 

 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

_________________________ 

City Clerk, Stephanie Settles     

 


